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A year and a half ago at a retreat in January 2015, the 
Vestry unanimously agreed to form a Ministry Team to study, 
reflect and discern how our facilities can meet the changing 
needs of our growing church family for the purpose of 
participating in God’s mission in the world. 

 
After 16 meetings and with the assistance of a landscape 

planner and an architect, we developed a thorough report 
exploring a variety of possibilities to address the various concerns. 
Additionally, a series of draft sketches for our facilities, including 
all related costs, was also compiled. No decision has been made 
by the Facility Ministry Team or the Vestry. 
  

We are now at a very important moment in this process where 
we can only go forward with your faithful input. Together, the 
Facility Ministry Team and the Vestry are hosting a series of three 
small group gatherings in September for all members of our 
church family. In these meetings we will present the proposed 
plan in order to get your feedback. We hope this will be a time 
for comprehensive, honest and mutual conversation. The three 
gatherings are scheduled for: 
 
  Wednesday, September 14 at 6:00 pm 
  Wednesday, September 21 at 6:00 pm 
 (A simple supper of soup and salad will be offered. ) 
   Saturday, September 24  at  10:00 am  
 (with a light breakfast) 
 

Beginning Sunday, September 4, there will be a sign-up 
sheet in the Parish Hall to indicate which parish gathering you 
plan to attend. Space is limited to 25 persons per meeting. We 
look forward to sharing our learnings with everyone and 
gathering your valuable reflections and ideas for our life together 
here at Transfiguration. 

Save the Date! 
 

September 8—Saluda Living in 

Place Free Wellness  Clinic 

 

September 11—Compline in the 

Garden 
 

October 1—Bishop’s Ordination 

 

October 15—Saluda Living in 

Place Fish Fry 

Our Mission Statement 
 

We are a joyful family in Christ, embracing and nourishing each other, our community and the world,       
through worship, play and service. 
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From the Rector: 

The first blush of yellow has 
begun to creep around the edges 
of tree and shrub leaves. About 
this time very year I hear the 
words of Robert Frost: 
 
Nature’s first green is gold,  
Her hardest hue to hold.  
Her early leaf’s a flower;  
But only so an hour.  
Then leaf subsides to leaf.  
So Eden sank to grief,  
So dawn goes down to day.  
Nothing gold can stay. 
 
I am reminded that woven into the eternal fabric of 
all creation is the Paschal Mystery – that all things 
are created, have life, die and are then re-created. 
This tenuous season between the waning days of 

summer and the beginning of autumn is a 
mixture of vibrant beauty and the glory of 
transitioning death. It is a bittersweet 
celebration that invites us to hold onto the 
essentials of our identity as children of God 
following Jesus as well as holding onto our 
purpose to share the Good News which has 
already transformed us. My friends, let us be 
about the journey before us, knowing that, even 

as things pass away and change, God’s steadfast love 
always goes with us. 
 
   Blessings ~ Augusta Anne 

I've been blessed on Wednesdays this summer to participate in our healing ser-
vices. Gathering with this small group to pray for our needs and the needs of oth-
ers has been very meaningful to me in the midst of my discernment toward the 
Priesthood - especially because it reminds me of the very ancient Christian idea 
that we are all priests (see, for example, 1 Peter 2:5.) We are all called to partici-
pate in Jesus' Priesthood by gathering the prayers of the world and offering them 
up to God. So, as our family, friends, and neighbors go about their busy lives we 
priests pause on Wednesdays at 1:00 to join Jesus in "offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God." In this way we serve others by praying for them and serve God 

by sharing in God's care for humanity. What a privilege and joy it has been to be a part of this with 
you, thank you for sharing this ministry with me. 
      Jonathan Stepp, Summer Intern 
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 September/October Sunday Forum 

Sunday Adult Forum Special Speaker 

 

On Sunday, September 25 we will welcome Mr. David 

Cook, Executive Director of Interfaith Assistance 

Ministries (IAM) in Hendersonville. We are delighted to 

take a brief break from our series on the saints to learn 

how some modern-day saints are living the Gospel in our 

local communities. 

_________________________________________ 

Join us in September and October on Sundays at 9:15 am to 

learn more about some of the holy women and men who 

have inspired countless generations by the way they loved 

God and served others in the name of Jesus, including: 

St. Christopher, St. Helena, St. Augustine of Hippo, St. 
Patrick, St. Columba, St. Margaret of Scotland, Julian of 
Norwich and many others. 

Tuesday Morning  

Bible Study 
 
 

 

Transfiguration' s Tuesday morning Bible Study 
Class meets in the Parish Hall at 11:00 am every 
week. Currently, the group continues to read 
through Exodus, two chapters at a time. Follow 
the readings is discussion with the 8-10 people 
who regularly attend. Please think about joining 
the group for good fellowship, prayer and conver-
sation.  

Cullowhee Mountain Arts 

Programs at Lake Logan 

Late Summer Retreat  

 

Plein Air, Studios, Writing 
Room, Mindfulness & Yoga 

September 18 - 22, 2016 

Cost - $795, 5-day, 4-night all 
inclusive 

The Retreat is open to all artists & 
writers.  

All enrichment sessions are optional 

Learn more and register here. 

 

Formation and Community 

Compline in the Garden 

Sunday, September 11  

7:00 pm 

Join us for evening prayer, 

fellowship, Gospel and camp 

songs 

Music Guests: Michael Cass and Deb Bridges 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and bug spray! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001prHT1oJVewsnTpRNTiig2Ns6Dc5e0hosMkI04xt-PoM-Du-mHBpbmVLWS-LxHEJ5-m6Zi1dY5YBJ8Hf8jTgOiCvG_adymkI52Ik2Wy3iucfUk-S0UOT-OEdIqsnHEf0OsaKuXZBS8HAMUJpH9q5HPkgavu0NkuvpWWEFcSrbgwHuudwzeNKwQST5o8fT6ZE7cPaiLuC0wSOcXDpZFgAi_UN1dGqk8iOzRokF
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Worship  

Notes from Deborah Hinson Bridges 

Organist 
 
When I first met with Augusta Anne back in April of this 
year, I was happy to hear about Transfiguration’s open-
ness to and support of the “worship experience.” I shared 
with Augusta Anne about my love and appreciation for 
congregational singing and ways to expand and enhance 
our traditional perspectives with regard to the music of 
praise, worship, and fellowship. I mentioned to her the 
possibility of occasional “congregational anthems” as an 
engaging way to further develop our overall music and 
worship experience at Transfiguration.  
  
She wanted to know more…  
  
Congregational anthems are songs that are almost always 
very familiar and musically accessible to everyone. These 
works are intended as an invitation to participate with the 
choir and musicians in both worship and fellowship. 
Sometimes, a traditional hymn text and tune serves as a 
congregational anthem; other times, a folk tune or praise 
chorus might be used. In either case, the anthem cele-
brates and channels creativity into the worship experience.  
  
These past few months at Transfiguration have been de-
lightful for me. It has been such a pleasure getting ac-
quainted with everyone, especially Stephen, Julie, and the 
choir members; and it has been equally delightful to hear 
both our choir and congregation participate in the wor-
ship music so enthusiastically.  
  
Our church will be singing a congregational anthem this 
month on September 25 – We Are One In The Spirit. This 
song is not in The Hymnal 1982; still, it has been around 
for decades and is very familiar. This arrangement features 
the congregation singing the melody, the choir as a          
descant, and a flute part. (There are guitar chords as well, 
so if you are a guitarist please bring your instrument!)  
  
I hope you will look forward to joining us on September 
25 in worship and song! 
  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord 
And we pray that our unity will one day be restored. 
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by 
our love; yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our 
love. 

Choir Retreat Reflections 

On Saturday, August 27, the choir was treated to a 

marvelous retreat workshop led by Dr. Richard 

Winchell. Julie graciously accompanied on the piano. 

Highlights of this event, which was attended by al-

most all choir members included:  

 Rehearsal of the four anthems which will be used 

for the consecration of our new bishop. 

 Learning several useful vocalises and exercises to 

be done at home to strengthen voices and en-

hance breath control. 

 Practice in singing a cappella, (unaccompanied), 

which can be a source of terror for many singers. 

Lunch was graciously provided by Transfiguration via 

Subway catering. Special thanks to Pam Gray and all 

who helped in setting up lunch and cleanup after-

ward. 

After lunch Dr. Winchell focused on additional choral 

literature, such as “In your Mercy”, a lovely chorale 

which he composed. We also sang a lovely arrange-

ment of a Scottish folk song, The Apple Tree, by K. 

Lee Scott and several other works that we will incor-

porate in our worship at Transfiguration. 
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Vestry Members Elected 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endowment Trustee 

 

Livy French 

Varian Hunt 

Ralph Owings 

Why I give  of my time, talent and treasure to      

Transfiguration—Mary Anne Hester 

 My time is precious to me so I try and use it 

judiciously. Transfiguration has had "first dibs" on my 

head and heart for as long as I have been connected with 

the church. You really are my home and my family and I 

am lucky to be doing God's work under this umbrella. 

Having done marketing for 25 years it is wonderful to use 

that time and talent for a good purpose. We have to 

realize that the church is a God's business and need to 

utilize the business principles that will make it successful. 

 For me, I treasure the people I have met and come 

to love as they exhibit the same feelings that I have 

developed for our church family. As with all families, we 

can fuss but the overriding sentiment is doing good for 

those who need inside and outside the church. 

 I am so lucky to be a part of this extraordinary 

umbrella that is held aloft  by God’s love. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Jennifer Shand 

1. Why I give my time:  To be an active participant in 
the mission and service of our parish community and in 
some way make a contribution whether small or large 
through my offering of my time through service.  

 

2. Talent:  I've offered myself in any way that may be of 
use to this parish as my way of giving of myself in a mis-
sion and ministry, by serving on the vestry, and as a 
chalicer and lector from time to time and any other role 
I may or have been called on to serve  

 

3 My treasure: to provide our offering as best as we are 
able to support our parish ministry and to help discern 
the best use of our parish resources to reach out beyond 
our immediate "parish boarder" and answer Christ's call 
to discipleship and service to our wider community.     

    Jim Steckel    

I am happy to serve at Transfiguration 
because first of all, we are called to do 
so, and also because I love the people 
and community at our church.  It is a 
privilege and a blessing to work with 
such a great group of people. 

  Peggy Thornton   
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From the Church Mouse 

From time to time I scamper down to the church Memorial Garden and 
see if I can find any seeds to eat. It is so peaceful there. Over the years I have seen the garden come to life; 
and it was especially exciting to sit and watch the landscape redesign and incorporation of the new 
columbarium. Now and then, I catch a glimpse of a special lady named Glenn who quietly prunes shrubs 
and tends the beautiful carpet of fescue grass. I am so inspired how she faithfully shares her talents and 
passion by caring for our beautiful property, especially the Memorial Garden.  Bless you Glenn  

Faith, Politics and the Golden Rule 

October 16-18 

Kanuga Conference Center 

 
The 2016 Lansing Lee conference at Kanuga, October 16-18, will consider whether civility and respect as spiritual 
values are essential to democracy. Led by New York Times writer Mark Oppenheimer and a panel including Eliza-
beth Stoker Bruenig and Arsalan Iftikhar, participants will explore transformational leadership. As we look toward 
the November elections, how can the country go from a place of partisanship to engagement? Join us as we seek to 
engage public issues at the intersection of politics and religion. For information and to register, please visit 
www.kanuga.org/lansinglee.   

October Retreat & Workshops 

with Lisa Pressman 

 

6-Day, 5-night  

Retreat & Workshop for Artists 

Workshops Instructor: Artist Lisa 
Pressman 

OCTOBER 24 - 29, 2016 

Cost - $1,600 - all inclusive 

Learn more and register here.  

__________________________________________ 

Vestry Notes 
 

The Annual Meeting written reports 

are available in the Parish Hall.  

 

Upcoming projects 
 Improving the lighting in the 

Church 

 A new Church Banner, to be availa-

ble for the Bishop’s Ordination 

 A new website in process 

 Outreach Fund is donating seed  

money to the Saluda Living in Place  

project in the amount of $500.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rlCKMjM8upxa6jwrFFyIEATr9I3ArT3-2MynxNnLlPi4mpUPIhsxQd2Etz3noTZwwNfE0SLUUKPQXEax-vQ954U9GK8cbcWiMTr6aXE8PePoCY_8WWxWDDqlXghbFu8OpwKWEvFbZnrL3ZzrVW4emSU5_GxTZ3YSpHh3Ww3jJHdwUUHU7Wy8Pw==&c=szZYBp6CUQF4Tm93o09X2LR9jQbxrMnkFlPsF1O5s
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rlCKMjM8upxa6jwrFFyIEATr9I3ArT3-2MynxNnLlPi4mpUPIhsxQS-R6eQpDEmRYiUg2YqytP4LUwflChcO7MA7f9aoioWVA0hhJg-WRaCvPhou99de1kxvXHwdP29tr3YtcHZCRfnZZIIyXY3MRl3D6gIBUICGDZMxICloUAL8n3e-rd2MAhNQfp4V48Y0il1yoOn-svhy5pDIvCIMoZ2emdNHr2QmwbmP
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Service to the Wider Community 

 
 

Thermal Belt needs:  
 

September 
Canned fruit, Rice, grits, 
Canned vegetables, 
Toilet paper 
 
October 
Applesauce, canned 
vegetables, canned meat 

(chicken, tuna,salmon), mustard, 
ketchup 
     

Don’t forget to donate your gently used 

clothing for the Church of the Advocate 

Clothes Closet. Collection Baskets are lo-

cated in the entrance of the church. 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Saluda Living in Place is a new program with the purpose of 

bringing the community together to help all of us stay in our 

homes as long as we can as we grow older. Our purpose is 

two-fold: to provide fun and productive activities to keep our 

minds and bodies healthy and active, and to provide 

resources to support both.  

 

We will have free health screenings from Park Ridge 

Hospital and free flu shots for ages 14 and over from 

Walgreens on September 8, from 8 – 11 a.m. at the Saluda 

Senior Center on Greenville Street. . The Wellness on 

Wheels van will be parked outside for the screenings, and 

the flu shots will be given inside the Saluda Center where 

there will be representatives from many organizations in 

Polk County to provide you with valuable information. We 

will also have refreshments inside the Saluda Center.  

 

On Saturday, October 15, from 5 – 7 p.m., we are 

sponsoring a Fish Fry at the Saluda Center. All are welcome, 

and we encourage you to attend to get to meet someone in 

our community that you have never met before. The fish fry is 

free (donations are always welcome), but you must make a 

reservation by October 5 by calling the Saluda Center at 

749-9245. We need to know how many to expect. James 

Metcalf and the Colt Creek Band will be performing, so this 

will be a special evening for everyone. 

 

Fall Bazaar 
 

The Episcopal Church of the 

Transfiguration’s Second Annual 

Holiday Bazaar will be on 

Saturday, November 19, from 9 

a.m. – 1 p.m. in the Parish Hall. All 

proceeds from the bazaar will 

benefit the 

Outreach 

programs of 

the church. 

For more 

information, 

please call 

828-749-

9740. 
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September 

2—Steve Cunningham, Sandy Hartman, 

3 Mort Farris 

5 Pat Vossler 

6 Jim Keller 

7 Bob Hunt 

14 Bubba Unger, Milton Boykin, Sam Stafford 

15 Katie Smith 

22 Rav Smith 

24 Sally Huffaker 

26 Sib Scoggin 

30 Diane Barber 

 

October 

1 Lesesne Dickson 

2 Frances Jones 

3 Xenia Montero 

4 Don Nye 

5 Hedi Patrick 

6 Susan Stanley, Donna Devenport 

7 David Daugherty, Toni Garcia 

9 Will Nelson 

10 Nancy Keller 

12 Dave Sierk 

14   Jessica Jameson 

17 Jim Steckel, Georgia Herring 

18 Tracy Johnston, Nick Zervos 

21 Matt Sierk 

22 Gloria Sullivan, Peggie Morrison 

24 Verne Pulling 

25 Jane Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 6:00 pm 

 

Monday, September 12—Parish Hall 

 and  

Monday, October 3—Parish Hall 

 

Ladies’ Gathering 
The  Ladies will meet on 

September 12 at the home of 
Toni Garcia at 6:00 pm 

October 

TBA 

 

Men’s 

Group 
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To access calendar, click here.  

Our Online Calendar includes all major events at Transfiguration—Holy Days, services, classes, gatherings for 

fellowship and outreach, and meetings. All activities are subject to change without notification. Please check 

periodically for updated information.  

This calendar can be printed out by clicking on the tab: Print View.  

http://www.transfigurationsaluda.org


Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration 

72 Charles Street 

P.O. Box 275 

Saluda, North Carolina 28773  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone: 828-749-9740 

Email: 1transfigsaluda.org@gmail.com 

www. transfigurationsaluda.org 

 Service of Healing and Holy Eucharist 
 

 Join us on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 pm 
 

 

 

Our Wednesday afternoon worship is a simple and intimate 

service, which includes appointed selections from Scripture, 

a brief meditation, and prayers of intercession and healing.  

We offer the Laying on of Hands and Anointing and end our 

worship with Holy Eucharist. 

 

Join us for this still-point of the week as we soak in Christ’s strength and partake  

in the grace of Christ’s sustenance. 

Sundays at Transfiguration 

8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist I 
10:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist II 


