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A word from Bishop José 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

 

In less than one week, our nation will go to the polls and 
exercise one of the greatest gifts – the freedom and right to vote 
for elected offices. This is a right to be honored by all citizens, 
and I feel it is our responsibility to participate in this civic duty. 
During my visitations in these last four weeks, the subject of the 
church’s role in the public sphere, and particularly the political 
process, has been a topic of conversation. I do not believe it is 
the Church’s role to endorse any political party, candidate or 
platform. 

 

The Church is, however, empowered to remind us of our faith 
and encourage us to hold fast to certain truths. First, our faith is 
grounded in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God 
and the grace bestowed on us in the resurrection. We are Jesus 
people first, living in a particular context – in the United States 
of America and in the state of North Carolina. Our identity as 
Americans comes second to our identity as disciples of Christ 
and is informed and shaped by our religious values.  

 

For us in the Episcopal Church, being followers of Jesus leads to 
a particular way we live out our faith, identity and vocation. At 
the core of our walk with Jesus as Episcopalians, is the 
Baptismal Covenant. This covenant is ancient and deeply 
rooted in the teachings of our Lord and in the earliest Christian 
communities following his death and resurrection. We engage 
the political realm because ultimately it is about the way we 
participate in the common good, the way we live out the Great 
Commandment and the Great Commission. “To seek and serve 
Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself.” 

Save the Date! 

 

Fall Bazaar  Nov. 19, 9– 1  

 

Thanksgiving Eve  Nov. 23, 7 pm 

 

St. Nicholas Party  Dec. 5,  

 

Saluda Stroll          Dec. 9, 7:30 pm 

 

Christmas Eve        Dec. 24, 7 pm 

 

Christmas Morn Dec. 25, 11 am 

 

New Years Morn     Jan. 1, 11 am 

 

Our Mission Statement 
 

We are a joyful family in Christ, embracing and nourishing each other, our community and the world,       
through worship, play and service. 
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(a word from the bishop continued) 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus teaches his disciples:  
The king will say to those at his right hand,  
 
“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 
me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.” After the righteous ask, 
“When, Lord, did we do all this?” And the king will 
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did 
it to me.” 

 

Jesus commissioned his disciples several times while he 
was still alive to go out and serve in his name. In so doing, 
these actions challenged the institutions of their day to 
dig deeper in how to bear witness to the teachings of God 
– how to love and respect all neighbors. 
 
 

While our relationship with the Triune God is personal it 
is never private. The grace of God’s love, forgiveness and 
healing is never given to us for our private use but it is 
missional – it has outward intentions, calling us to go 
beyond ourselves to care for and serve God’s world and 
God’s people. 

 
 

 
Just how we do that, discerning the finer details of 
ministry and mission, is where we need to – we must – 
come together as the Body of Christ and listen to one 
another, to wrestle with the deep questions and issues 
that face our communities, our nation and the world and 
prayerfully work together to find common ground and 
common solutions. 

 

So, my brothers and sisters, I invite each of us to pray -- 
pray for our leaders, for our nation, and for each other. 
Pray that after this election, whatever the outcome, we 
find the courage and inspiration to come together as one 
people seeking the welfare and healing of our country. 
God has wonderful things planned for us in the Diocese 
of Western North Carolina. Together, united in Christ, 
we will stretch out our arms widely and go into our 
communities serving our Lord and demonstrating in 
word and deed the good news of Jesus Christ and the 
unconditional love of God! 

 

Each of you remain in my daily prayers. May God be with 
us all in the days ahead. 

 

Faithfully, 
+José 

 

The Rt. Rev. José A. McLoughlin 
VII Bishop of Western North Carolina  
 

A word from our Deacon 
 
Noticeably this time of year, many working poor families truly have a difficult 
time making ends meet. We see an increase in requests for assistance with 
power bills, rent, food and clothing for children. Many of these parents look for-
ward to the holidays and try to provide something small for their children to 
open Christmas morning. It has been my experience that most parents ask nothing for themselves 
but everything for their kids. 
 
It is also noticeable that in many communities, food bank resources are low. The Brown Bag  min-
istry here at Transfiguration bears witness to the growing needs of families. On a regular basis, 
Brown Bag volunteers distribute 30 bags of food for people of all walks of life. Likewise, homeless 
shelters would love to have your gently used jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts and most of all NEW 
socks. When people are on the street and their socks get wet, they have no way of cleaning them 
as quickly as they need them. Consider your donations to the local resources that help with these 
things and help let us pay it forward to someone less fortunate than ourselves!  
 
Blessings and love, Michele 
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Advent Angel Tree 

 

On Sunday, November 27 we will host our annual 
Advent Angel Tree to support families in need 
through Thermal Belt Ministries. 

There will be 24 gift opportunities for children. 
So start checking out those bikes, electronics, 
clothing and other items that will certainly be on 
their wish lists. It is an opportunity to have a 
good time shopping and do some good for those 
who need it!  

And you are always so generous!  

Service to the Wider Community 

2nd Annual Fall Bazaar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration’s   

Annual Holiday Bazaar will be on Saturday, 

November 19, from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. in 

the Parish Hall. All proceeds from the bazaar will 

benefit the Outreach programs of the church. For 

more information, please call 828-749-9740. 

 
 

Thermal Belt needs:  
 

 November  - Dried beans, rice, grits, 
canned fruit, cake mix, vegetable oil 
 
December—Mac & cheese, canned 
soup, stew, spaghetti sauce & pasta, 
hand soap 

Don’t forget to donate your gently used 

clothing for the Church of the Advocate 

Clothes Closet. Collection Baskets are 

located in the entrance of the church. 
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Worship  

 

A Word from our Music Director 

Advent and Christmas will soon be upon us. During this 

time of preparation and anticipation, followed by the cul-

mination of the Birth of our Lord, we are given the op-

portunity to enjoy some wonderful seasonal music. 

David Daugherty will enhance our worship on Christ the 

King, November 20. He and the choir will perform J.S. 

Bach’s “Crown Him King of Kings”. 

During Advent, we will again be singing the Psalms, using 

a cantor for the verses and choir/congregation for the 

antiphonal refrains, which are based on familiar hymn 

tunes. 

Advent I will feature a lovely K. Lee Scott anthem ar-

rangement of The Apple Tree, a traditional Scottish folk 

song. 

The choir will be singing “Now is the Springtime of our 

Souls”, an anthem by Julie Winchell, on December 18.  

Christmas Eve will continue our tradition of Ben Smith 

and the Daugherty family providing an extended prelude 

of carols. The choir will sing Poverty, written by M. Lee 

Suitor. An interesting aspect of the work is its use of poly-

rhythms (the choir sings in triple meter while the accom-

paniment is in 6/8). This means the only beats which co-

incide are the downbeats of every other 3/4 measure. 

Christmas Day will feature a service of Christmas Lessons 

and Carols with Eucharist. This is your chance to sing 

virtually every favorite carol in the hymnal. 

Stephen 

Ecumenical Worship Services 

 

This holiday season, four Saluda churches 

will join together in worship and            

fellowship as an expression of our unity as 

Christians. 

Everyone is invited! 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 23, 7:00 pm         

gather at Transfiguration Episcopal Church for 

Thanksgiving Eve worship and Holy Communion.  

Guest preacher: The Rev. Robert Parsons. 

 

Friday, December 9, 7:30 pm                 

gather at Entegra Bank parking lot for a stroll 

down the main street for caroling. We will then 

gather at Saluda Presbyterian by 8 pm for worship. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, January 1, 11:00 am                   

gather at Saluda First Baptist for worship to start 

off 2017 in praise and commitment of our unity as 

Christians. 

The Psalms in Advent — 

We will return to singing the psalms this Advent. Sometimes we will have a congregational refrain 

while a member of the choir sings the verses. Other times, we will sing the psalms using Anglican 

Chant form. This is a beautiful way to center ourselves in this season of holy anticipation for the     

Advent of Christ. 
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Transfiguration' s Tuesday morning Bible Study 

Class meets in the Parish Hall at 11:00 am every 

week. Currently, the group continues to read 

through Exodus, two chapters at a time. Following 

the readings is discussion with the 8-10 people who 

regularly attend. Please think about joining the group 

for good fellowship, prayer and conversation.  

Formation and Community 

November — December  

Sunday Adult Forum 

at 9:15 am 

 

In November we will continue our final ex-

ploration of the Saints of the Church. 

 

In December, we will reflect on the “sounds” 

of Advent by listening to portions of Handel's 

Messiah and the biblical texts as we make 

room in our lives for the birth of Jesus. 

 

Preparing the Way for Advent  

A retreat with Katerina Whitley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, November 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

St. James Episcopal Church, Hendersonville 
 

St. James Episcopal Church will host Katerina Whitley 

for a Quiet Day of preparation for the Advent season 

on Saturday, November 19, from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Katerina is an author, story teller, retreat leader, and 

teacher who has authored such books as Seeing for 

Ourselves: Biblical Women Who Met Jesus and A 

New Love; A Novel of the First Century. She is a na-

tive of Thessaloniki, Greece, who taught at Appalachi-

an State University, worked in communication at the 

diocesan and national/international level, and served 

as editor of two church newspapers. 

 

Advent is about getting ready - ready for the One who 

is to be born into the world and ready for the One 

who is always ready to be born in us. Advent is about 

preparing the way around us and within us and making 

room for God. The Quiet Day will include scripture, 

silence, and meditations as Katerina helps us get ready. 

Our time together will close with Holy Eucharist.  

 

The cost is $10, payable at the door. Coffee, tea, and 

bagels will be available beginning at 8:15 a.m. but you 

are asked to bring your own lunch . To register please 

contact Jonathan Stepp, Director of Faith Formation, 

at jonathan@stjamesepiscopal.com or 828-694-6923. 
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Dear Parents with Young Children    by Jamie Bruesehoff (reprinted with permission) 

You are doing something really, really important. I know it’s not easy. I see you with your arms overflowing, and I know 
you came to church already tired. Parenting is tiring. Really tiring. I watch you bounce and sway trying to keep the baby 
quiet, juggling the infant car seat and the diaper bag as you find a seat. I see you wince as your child cries. I see you 
anxiously pull things out of your bag of tricks to try to quiet them. 

And I see you with your toddler and your preschooler. I watch you cringe when your little girl asks an innocent question 
in a voice that might not be an inside voice let alone a church whisper. I hear the exasperation in your voice as you beg 
your child to just sit, to be quiet as you feel everyone’s eyes on you. Not everyone is looking, but I know it feels that 
way.  I know you’re wondering, is this worth it? Why do I bother? I know you often leave church more exhausted than 
fulfilled. But what you are doing is so important.  
 

When you are here, the church is filled with a joyful noise. When you are here, the Body of Christ is more fully present. 
When you are here, we are reminded that this worship thing we do isn’t about bible study or personal,  contemplation 
but coming together to worship as a community where all are welcome, where we share in the Word and Sacrament 
together…I know how hard it is to do what you’re doing, but I want you to know it matters. It matters to me. It 
matters to my children to not be alone in the pew. It matters to the congregation to know that families care about faith, 
to see young people... and even on those weeks when you can’t see the little moments, it matters to your children.  
 

It matters that they learn that worship is what we do as a community of faith, that everyone is welcome, that their 
worship matters. When we teach children that their worship matters, we teach them that they are enough right here and 
right now as members of the church community. They don’t need to wait until they can believe, pray or worship a 
certain way to be welcome here, and I know adults who are still looking to be shown that. It matters that children learn 
that they are an integral part of this church, that their prayers, their songs, and even their badly (or perfectly-timed, 
depending on who you ask) cries and whines are a joyful noise because it means they are present. 
 

I know it’s hard, but thank you for what you do when you bring your children to church. Please know that your family 
— with all of its noise, struggle, commotion, and joy — are not simply tolerated, you are a vital part of the community 
gathered in worship.     This post originally appeared in her blog: I Am Totally *That* Mom 

Community & Fellowship 

St. Nicholas Gathering 

Monday, December 5, 2016 

6 — 8  p.m. 

Saluda Center 

Potluck sign-up forms will be in the Parish Hall beginning        

Sunday, November 20.  

 

http://www.iamtotallythatmom.blogspot.com/2013/05/dear-parents-with-young-children-in.html
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Vestry Highlights—October 19, 2016 

 Approved to transfer $3000 from Outreach Fund to Outreach budget in the Operating Fund and to approve a 

check in the amount of $350 to Saluda Living in Place for balance of donation. 

 Grounds: - Two more dead trees on property to be removed.  

 Two Bequests have been received from the estates of  departed members: Jack Leon and Gen. Tedd Bishop.  

Leadership Notes 

Financial Snapshot 

At the 9 months ended Sept. 30, 2016, with total pledges received of $126,243, your parish was $2,952 under  

the 9 month budgeted figure of $129,195.  Unpledged offerings totaled $13,879 which was $3,371 under the,9  

month budget of $17,250 in unpledged offerings.  Due primarily to these two items, total income of $144,914 

was $6,600 below  the budgeted 9 month income of $151,514.  Expenses for the 9 month period of $148,816 

were below budgeted expenses of $151,514 with a difference of $2,698.  As of the 9 months, the income vs. ex-

penses is $3,902 negative and short of budget by that same amount.  The parish’s financial position is still strong 

and the church has no debt.                              Your Vestry 

 Year End Donations 

If parishioners plan to make donations for 

pledges or other gifts to be used for tax purposes 

in 2016, please be sure they are received in the 

church office or postmarked by December 31.  

Contributions received on January 1, 2017 will 

not be credited to 2016.   

Planned Giving & Recent Bequests 

The Endowment Trustees hope that all will 

remember their church in their planned giving.  

These gifts allow planning for the future of the 

parish.  As you can see we recently received 

bequests from two members.  Jack Leon’s gift is 

designated for the Endowment Fund and Gen. 

Tedd Bishop’s for future buildings. 

 

  
9 months 

9 

month

s  

  
Actual 

Budg-

et 
Over/

(Under) 

Income    

 
Pledges 126,243 

129,1

95 
-2,952 

 Open Offerings 3,865 3,750 115 
 Prior Year Pledges 200 450 -250 

 
Unpledged Contri-

butions 
13,879 

17,25

0 
-3,371 

 Other Income 623 802 -179 
 Interest 104 68 37 

 
Total Income 144,914 

151,5

14 
-6,600 

Expenses    

 
Outreach/ Mission 15,768 

15,10

4 
665 

 
Parish Programs 8,604 

10,48

0 
-1,876 

 
Operations 28,161 

29,82

2 
-1,661 

 
Personnel 96,283 

96,11

0 
174 

 
Total Expenses 148,816 

151,5

14 
-2,698 

 Income-Expense -3,902 0 -3,902 
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November 

2 Sa Smith, Jimmy Skardon, Bruce Hunt 

4 Angie Zervos 

5 Bob Payton, Karen Gabriel 

6 Jane Thompson, Harriette Gause 

8 Mike Abarbanell, Varian Hunt, Michael Teal 

13 Thayer Fleming, Ann Nabers 

18 John Rhodes, 

26 George Sweet 

27 Jim Boyle 

28 Sandi Holtzclaw 

30 Herb Thornton 

December 

2 James Costello, Johnny Johnston, Nancy     

Livingston, Kay Atkins 

7 Alice Powell, Altha Pearecy 

12 Kathy Ratliff 

17 Maria McCall, Mary Moore Watson, Judy 

Hunt 

19 Barbra Steckel, Archie Hardy 

20 Jane Ella Matthews 

22 Alice Phillips 

25 Sandy Brockington 

27 Tonya Staufer 

28 John Kinard, Pam Pillsbury 

 

Men’s Group     

6:00 pm 
 

November 7  

Bill Jameson’s 
Home 

Oyster Roast 

 

Ladies’ Gathering 
The  Ladies will meet on 
Monday, November 7 at 
6:00 pm at the home of 

Kay Osborne 
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To access calendar, click here.  

Our Online Calendar includes all major events at Transfiguration—Holy Days, services, classes, gatherings for 

fellowship and outreach, and meetings. All activities are subject to change without notification. Please check 

periodically for updated information.  

This calendar can be printed out by clicking on the tab: Print View.  

http://www.transfigurationsaluda.org


Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration 
72 Charles Street 

P.O. Box 275 

Saluda, North Carolina 28773  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telephone: 828-749-9740 

Email: 1transfigsaluda.org@gmail.com 

www. transfigurationsaluda.org 

 Service of Healing and Holy Eucharist 
 

 Join us on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 pm 
 

 

 

Our Wednesday afternoon worship is a simple and intimate 

service, which includes appointed selections from Scripture, 

a brief meditation, and prayers of intercession and healing.  

We offer the Laying on of Hands and Anointing and end our 

worship with Holy Eucharist. 

 

Join us for this still-point of the week as we soak in Christ’s strength and partake  

in the grace of Christ’s sustenance. 

Sundays at Transfiguration 

8:00 a.m.     Holy Eucharist I 
10:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist II 


